Introduced by Council Member Wilson and Co-Sponsored by Council Member R. Gaffney: 

RESOLUTION 2016-749
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND CONGRATULATING JACKSONVILLE ELKS LODGE #221 ON ITS 125TH ANNIVERSARY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, for more than a century the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, Jacksonville Lodge #221, has fulfilled its mission to serve the community of Jacksonville, Florida by assisting the sick and needy, providing for those underprivileged adults and children, supporting worthy causes, giving assistance to those in distress, and generally serving humanity; and


WHEREAS, through its efforts in support of the Florida State Elks Association and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the U.S.A, this nonprofit organization facilitates in-home physical and occupational therapy for ailing children and supports families who financially need help attaining these services; and


WHEREAS, through its efforts the Lodge supports the Florida Elks Youth Camp located near Umatilla, Florida, serving youth from across the state by providing an affordable and safe camp experience including teambuilding, recreation, and developmental activities; and

WHEREAS, through its efforts the Lodge supports the State and National Associations through valuable scholarship programs amounting to over $100,000 dollars yearly, including families of Florida’s military personal; and

WHEREAS, through its efforts the Lodge has provided assistance and support to worthy Jacksonville organizations through financial assistance, holding events, allowing use of its facilities for the community, and yearly recognition of outstanding members of our local Duval County Sheriff’s Office, Fire Fighters, and Public School Teachers; and

WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Elks Lodge #221, the Mother Lodge of the State of Florida, inculcates the principles of Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity; recognizes a belief in God; promotes the welfare and enhances the happiness of its Members; supports the spirit of American patriotism; cultivates good fellowships, perpetuates itself as a fraternal organization, and provides for its government, therefore the Jacksonville Lodge #221 embraces the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the United States of America; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby recognizes and honors Jacksonville Elks Lodge #221 on its 125th anniversary, and wishes the organization the very best of continued success in its mission of serving so many of Jacksonville’s citizens in need.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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